
   

  

 

CONTINENTAL EDUCATION STRATEGY 
FOR AFRICA (CESA) CLUSTERS  
 

This research brief is part of the series compiled by the GCE Secretariat to disseminate and present findings and 

summarized information from the published report entitled, “In Search for A Place in Implementing the 

Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA)”. The research was commissioned by GCE to understand how 

the African Union (AU) and its Regional Economic Communities (RECs) engage with the theme of education, and 

to identify what spaces and opportunities exist for civil society education groups in Africa to interact with those 

bodies in the service of more equitable and democratic public education systems on the continent. This brief 

summarizes the research findings on CESA clusters which are the most visible and operational part of the CESA 

implementation strategy.   
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CESA Cluster Approach 
 

The CESA cluster approach is described by the AUC to 

have a primary function of providing a robust 

opportunity for a variety of players to participate, on 

their own and/or in a coalition, in the implementation of 

the continental framework. Every participating agency 

contributes with its particular strengths towards the 

achievement of the overall vision and mission of the 

Continental Education Strategy for Africa, within 

identified action areas”.   

The emphasis here is on a delegated approach, which 

gives great autonomy to the interested stakeholders to 

self-organize according to their priority areas or 

expertise.  The conceptualization of the clusters is one 

that invites multiple national, regional, and continental 

players, programs, institutions and development 

partners to step forward and take leadership for 

convening and integrating other relevant stakeholders.  

The AUC sums this up by emphasizing that clustering 

“seeks to provide each education stakeholder the 

opportunity to make its best contribution to education 

and training in Africa”. The expectation is that the cluster 

leadership and members will mobilize their collective 

resources to publicize and promote the thematic area 

and sustain the work of the cluster.    Clusters are 

expected to meet regularly, to document their work, and 

report on their activities and results to the AUC.” 

The lack of detailed information on all 12 clusters makes 

it difficult to assess the relative strengths and advantages 

that the different categories of coordinating agencies 

bring to their roles.  This could be a question for the 

forthcoming CESA Evaluation to look at.  Of particular 

interest to civil society is how each of those categories do 

-and can- reach out to them, and how they can facilitate 

access to the cluster spaces and to information about 

cluster activities.   
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Twelve (12) thematic CESA Clusters 

Coordinating Agencies: Four (4) Categories 

1. Six Professional and Specialized African 
Organizations (AU-related / inter-governmental / 
hybrid): African Union International Centre for the 
Education of Girls and Women in Africa 
(AU/CIEFFA), Association of African Universities 
(AAU), African Curriculum Association (ACA), 
Association for the Development of Education in 
Africa (ADEA), African Union Development Agency-
NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD), African Institute for 
Mathematical Sciences (AIMS)/Centre for 
Mathematics Science and Technology Education in 
Africa (CEMESTEA) 

2.  Two Pan-African Networks: Africa Early Childhood 
Network, Forum for African Women Educationalists 
(FAWE)    

3. Two UN agencies: World Food Programme (WFP), 
UNESCO-International Institute for Capacity 
Building in Africa (IICBA) 

4. Three International NGOs: Save the Children, 
International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), 
Global eSchools and Communities’ Initiative (GeSCI). 



  

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



  

 

To view this brief online, visit https://campaignforeducation.org/en/resources/gce-reports. GCE conducts policy-
oriented research to generate evidence that inform credible and informed influence in national, regional, and 
international education policy processes aimed at ensuring that governments and the global community fulfil their 
commitments to deliver the right to education and achieve the SDG Goal 4 of the Education 2030 agenda. 
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