
 

 

Open letter to Global Leaders on the role of education in the Summit of the Future 
Education is the most important enabling human right 

 
Your Excellencies, 
 
The Global Campaign for Education, its members, partners and allies, call on global leaders to 
embrace educational considerations in all sessions of the Summit of the Future and to include 
them, substantively, in the Pact for the Future and the Declaration on Future Generations. 
 
In times of uncertainty and social upheaval, the international community and specifically the 
Member States of the United Nations, remain as the main actors for leading the urgent changes 
the world needs to overcome the crises of our days. 
 
Along with seeking immediate solutions to conflicts and disasters, world leaders are called to 
strengthen the societal foundations essential to advance the realization of a lasting sustainable 
development, capable of ensuring peace, justice, democracy and equality. 
 
While we recognize and support the Human Rights International Framework and the Sustainable 
Development Agenda, we also stress that progress in their realization cannot be possible without 
education and lifelong learning. 
 
Due to its enabling nature, education opens the doors to the realization of all human rights, since 
it is aimed at building people’s learning and capacities needed to transform the world. 
 
Despite its transformative potential, the realization of the human right to education continues to 
face dramatic obstacles, such as lack of financing, the exclusion of important populations such as 
girls and children with disabilities, the attacks against youth, teachers, students and schools, and 
the utilitarian reduction of the curriculum, among many others. 
 
We recognize the efforts of many States to meeting the Sustainable Development Goals, 
including SDG4. We also welcome the Summit of the Future, which, far from being an isolated 
initiative, is in line with the work of the UN Treaty Bodies, the High-Level Political Forum, and 
with the recently undertaken Transforming Education Summit and SDG Summit. 
 
In these initiatives, it has become clear that whatever the paths of sustainable development 
are, it will be very difficult to transform global governance in the medium and long term, and 
even more so, to achieve international peace and security and resolve the climate crisis, if the 



 

 

structural causes are not addressed through education. 
 
Education and lifelong learning are not an end in themselves, but the basis of sustainable 
development. 
 
Despite this, we see with concern that education is not properly addressed in the scope of the 
Summit of Future and its draft Pact for the Future, lacking the necessary strength to structurally 
promote, from the bases, the changes the world needs. 
 
A future without education is a return to the past! 
 
Signatories: 

 
 

 
Global Campaign for Education 
ACED Australian Coalition for Education and Development 
Action Contre la Pauvreté , ACP , Burundi                                                                            
ActionAid International 
Africa Network Campaign on Education For All (ANCEFA) 
Agenda Ciudadana por la Educación y Derechos Humanos 
Albanian Coalition for Education 
Arab Campaign for Education for All (ACEA) 
Arab House for Adult Education and Development - AHAED 
Arab Network Popular Education – ANPE 
Asia South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education (ASPBAE) 
Asociación Acción Colectiva por la Inclusión Desarrollo y Derechos Humanos  
Asociación Colombiana de Síndrome de Down - Asdown Colombia 
Asociación Humanista de Diversidades Sexuales "Amigos sin Fronteras" ASIF El Alto 
Basic Education Network Ethiopia (BEN-E) 

Brazilian Campaign for the Right to Education (BCRE) 
Bridge 47 
Cadre de Concertation pour la Promotion de l’Education CACOPED/PAMOJA Niger  
Cameroon Education For All Network (CEFAN) 
Campaña Boliviana por el Derecho a la Educación 
Campaña Latinoamericana por el Derecho a la Educación-CLADE     
Centro Internacional de Investigación Otras Voces en Educación (CII - OVE) 
Campaña Mundial a la Educación (CME) España 
Campaña por el derecho a la educación en México CADEM 



 

 

Canadian Bilingual School of Paris (ECB-CBS) 
Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR) 
Centro Internacional de Investigación Otras Voces en Educación (CII OVE) 
CHAF 
Civil Society Action Coalition on Education For All (CSACEFA) 

Coalición Colombiana por el Derecho A La Educación - CCDE 
Coalition CONAMEPT Madagascar  
Coalition des Associations et Mouvements des jeunes du Tchad (CAMOJET); 
Coalition des Organisations de la société civile pour le Développement de l'éducation au Tchad 
(COSOCIDE - TCHAD) 
Coalition Éducation France 
Coalition for Academic Freedom in the Americas (CAFA) 
Coalition for Educational Development CED 
Coalition Nationale de l’Education Pour Tous en RDC “CONEPT RDC”      
COALITION NATIONALE MADAGASCAR POUR EPT 
Coalition Nationale pour l'Education Pour Tous du Burkina Faso 
Coalition Nationale Togolaise pour l'Education Pour Tous 
Coalition nigérienne des Associations, Syndicats et ONG de Campagne EPT (ASO EPT Niger )  
Coalition Pour l’Education Pour Tous BAFASHEBIGE , Burundi  
Colectivo de Derechos de Infancia y Adolescencia de Argentina 
Colectivo de Educacion para todas y todos de Guatemala- CEPTTG 
Colectivo DSG Cochabamba/ Colectivo de las diversidades sexuales y de genero Cochabamba  
Colectivo T.L.G.B. Oruro 
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Colectivo TLGB del Departamento de La Paz 
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ESU - European Students' Union 
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Future Team Initiative- (FTI) 
GCE Armenian Coalition 
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Humanity & Inclusion (HI) 
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Marcha Global contra el Trabajo Infantil - Sudamérica 
Mexanismo Diciedad civil  
Moonq Technoschool  
Movimento de Educação Para Todos-MEPT  

Namibia Education Coalition for Civil Society Organisations (NECCSO) 
National Association Education for Life 
National Campaign for Education Nepal (NCE-NEPAL) 
National Education Coalition in South Sudan 
NGO Education Parnership (NEP) 
Norwegian Students' and Academics' International Assistance Fund - SAIH 
Okogun Odigie Safewomb International Foundation 
OMEP Associação Regional Baixada Santista  



 

 

OMEP Paraguay (World Organization for Early Childhood Educación)  
Organización Mundial para la Educación Preescolar Latinoamérica 
Organización Mundial para la Educación Preescolar OMEP 
Organización Mundial para la Educación Preescolar-Capitulo Venezuela ( OMEP Venezuela ) 
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SAQE) 
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PEOPLE EARTHWISE (PEW) 
Plan International 
RED DE EDUCACIÓN POPULAR ENTRE MUJERES (REPEM) 
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Red Nicaragüense de Comercio Comunitario 
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Red Regional por la Educación Inclusiva (RREI) 
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Right To Play International 
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Sociedad Española de Educación Comparada (SEEC) 
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Tarea Asociación de Publicaciones Educativas  
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Thinking Classroom Foundation 
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Unang Hakbang Foundation Inc. (UHF) 
Vivo en Positivo  
World Organization for Early Childhood Education - OMEP 
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