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Education post-2015: your views on what should come next 

Please find attached the questions on which the Global Campaign for Education is seeking civil society views, in order to inform debates on the post-2015 framework on education.

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) is a global alliance of civil society organizations, uniting members in 96 countries in the pursuit of the right to quality basic education for all, with an emphasis on publicly funded education. Much progress has been made since GCE’s founding ahead of the World Education Forum in Dakar in 2000, but we are painfully aware of the gaps in and the threats to achievement of universal, equitable, high quality basic education for all. 
With the rapid approach of the 2015 deadline for achievement of both the Dakar Framework for Action on Education For All and the Millennium Development Goals, GCE is seeking its members’ views on what should come next in realizing rights to education. We want your views on which areas need most focus, what actions are needed, and what has worked (or otherwise) with existing frameworks.

This consultation aims to work in harmony with processes initiated by the UN and other interested organizations, including an imminent consultation by UNESCO’s Coordinating Committee for NGOs (CCNGO). Our aim is to hear our members’ voices in full, so that we are able to present a strong and rich position in post-2015 debates in the coming months and years. 
Your responses and GCE’s follow up

· Some coalitions or organizations may have already developed positions on these questions: feel free to use these to answer the questions, and to send us any additional relevant statements or documents. 

· Others may want to use the questionnaire to help structure discussions and debates within their coalition, organization or network. 

· GCE will use responses to inform a briefing paper on post-2015, ensuring that the views expressed in response to this questionnaire are heard in official debates. 

· GCE will have regular updates about the post-2015 process and our related work at www.campaignforeducation.org/post2015. Our post-2015 work and advocacy will be determined by your responses to the consultation; please tell us what you would like to see.

Please return completed questionnaires to caroline@campaignforeducation.org by 12 August 2012.

Who is completing this questionnaire?

	Your name
	     

	Your email address
	     

	Your organization or coalition
	      

	Geographical remit of your organization 


	


	National. Which country?      
Regional. Which region?      
International / Global

	Who did you consult with in answering these questions / producing the positions which you express in these answers?
	



	Personal opinion, based on own expertise / experience

Consultation with your coalition’s / organization’s staff

Consultation with other civil society organizations (eg members of the coalition or network; other partners)

Consultation with communities

	
	How many people were involved?       
Please describe the process:                  


What we want in education

The debate about education goals and frameworks can be be seen as founded on some basic questions about necessary changes and how we achieve them. Specifically, what changes do we want to see in education, what do we think governments need to do to bring about those changes, and what behaviour do we need to hold governments accountable for, nationally and internationally, in order to ensure that the right to education is realized. 
1. Over the next 10 to 20 years, which areas or issues do you think should be the priorities for your government / state (or those governments or institutions your organization lobbies) in order to ensure that the universal right to education is realized and protected? (List up to three, most important first.)
i) 
     
ii)
     
iii) 
     
2. What specific policy measures or actions do you think it is most important for your government (or those governments or institution your organization lobbies) to take in order to deal with the issues you have raised above? (List up to three, most important first.)
i) 
     
ii)
     
iii) 
     
3. What government actions do you think it is most important for civil society in your country or context – including parents, learners and community-based organizations – to monitor and track, in order to secure the actions and changes you have identified? (List up to three, most important first.)
i) 
     
ii)
     
iii) 
     
4. What actions on or aspects of education (if any) would you want all governments to be held accountable for internationally, according to universal and global standards, in order to realize the universal right to education? (List up to three, most important first.)
i) 
     
ii)
     
iii) 
     
The Education For All framework

The Dakar Framework on Education For All (EFA), agreed in 2000, built on the declaration made at Jomtien ten years earlier. It established six clear goals and a number of supporting commitments – relating to early childhood, primary, youth and adult education, to gender equality, adult literacy and the quality of education – to be achieved by 2015. Discussion of any post-2015 successor framework is now beginning.
5. Do you think the existence of the EFA framework, agreed in Dakar in 2000, has had any impact in driving positive progress on education? 
YES     
If yes, what aspects of it have been most valuable in having this impact? 
NO  
If no, why not? 
6. What has worked least well about, or lessened the impact of, the EFA framework as a driver of progress?

7. Beyond the 2015 deadline, do you think the EFA framework should:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Continue as a set of separate but related goals.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be reformulated into a different kind of framework. Further comments:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Be discontinued. Why?      
Consider the following 6 goals in the EFA framework:

· Goal 1: Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.
· Goal 2: Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete free and compulsory primary education of good quality.
· Goal 3: Ensuring that the learning needs of all young people and adults are met through equitable access to appropriate learning and life skills programs.
· Goal 4: Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015, especially for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing education for all adults.
· Goal 5: Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of good quality.
· Goal 6: Improving every aspect of the quality of education, and ensuring their excellence so that recognized and measurable learning outcomes are achieved by all, especially in literacy, numeracy and essential life skills.

8. Would you change the overall goal-based framework?

NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
  I would keep the overall framework of a set of distinct but related goals.

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
  I would change to an alternative framework.

Please give details:      
9. Would you change the details of or remove any of the existing goals?

NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Please give details:     
10. Do you see any gaps and/or would you add any new or additional goals?

NO  FORMCHECKBOX 
   
YES  FORMCHECKBOX 
   

Please give details:      
The Millennium Development Goals framework

The MDGs comprise eight goals, of which two concern education: that all children should receive a primary education by 2015, and that there should be no gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005, and at all education levels by 2015. The UN system is currently consulting with governments, civil society and others about what kind of framework should replace the MDGs, whether another set of goals, or a different approach altogether.

11. In your view, have the MDGs – and in particular the education MDGs – had any impact in driving positive progress in education? 
YES     
If yes, what aspects of it have been most valuable in having this impact?      
NO   
If no, why not?       
12. What has worked least well about, or lessened the impact of, the MDG framework as a driver of progress in education?
     
13. Do you think there should be a specific goal or goals on education in a broad post-2015 development framework?

YES         
If yes, what should it be? (Limit of 35 words per goal!) 
NO       
If no, why not / what should there be instead?  
Civil society and donor engagement to further EFA and MDGs
Civil society was active in the debates that led to the EFA framework and the MDGs, and has attempted to monitor them since. Civil society participation is explicitly named as one of the strategies to achieve EFA in the Dakar Framework. Meanwhile the Global Partnership for Education (GPE, formerly the EFA Fast Track Initiative) was established in 2002, after the Dakar World Education Forum, in an attempt to bring together governments, international institutions and civil society to coordinate support to achieving education goals, with a stated focus on coordinating donor aid around national education plans.
14. In your view, has the GPE had an impact in driving positive progress in education? 
YES     
If yes, what aspects of it have been most valuable in having this impact?      
NO   
If no, why not?       
15. What has worked least well about, or lessened the impact of, the GPE as a driver of progress in education?
     
16. In your view, has civil society engagement with the EFA framework, the MDGs and/or the GPE succeeded in having a positive impact on driving progress in education? 
YES     
If yes, what aspects of it have been most valuable in having this impact?      
NO   
If no, why not?       
17. What has worked least well about, been the biggest obstacle to, or lessened the impact of, civil society engagement in these processes, as a driver of progress in education?
     
Further information
18. Please share any other views or information that you would like to share to help inform GCE’s summary of civil society positions on education in the post-2015 framework. (And / or: please list any additional relevant documents that you are sending along with this questionnaire.)
     
19. Please let us know about what other processes or information-sharing you would like from GCE on this topic. 

     
THANK YOU

Please return your responses to Caroline Pearce at caroline@campaignforeducation.org by 12 August 2012.

The Global Campaign for Education will be using this information to produce a position paper on education post-2015, for submission to various UN processes and use in advocacy. This will be shared widely with members and allies, and posted on the GCE website (see below). For questions or other information, please contact caroline@campaignforeducation.org.

www.campaignforeducation.org/post2015
